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Preface: This report is due March 1, 2018.  In prior years it has been due April 1.  

Because of the earlier due date many items are pending discussion in our spring meeting. 

 

Overview:   

 

The Bachelor of Liberal Arts (BLA) is a multidisciplinary program and its students take 

classes from faculty in multiple departments (Humanities, Social Science, Math, Natural 

Science, etc.).  There are three courses unique to the degree: HUM 200, 210 and 499 (this 

capstone requirement can be substituted by an independent thesis or project).   Faculty 

actively involved in program meetings and assessment work for the 2017-2018 academic 

year were: Andrea Dewees, Nina Chordas, Rosemarie Alexander-Isett, Jeremy Kane, Sol 

Neely, and William Urquhart (Ketchikan).  

 

This year the committee has communicated by email mainly, as discussions and meetings 

about the Interdisciplinary Studies BA were prioritized within Humanities and Social 

Sciences.  Also, the coordination for the BLA was shared between Drs. Dewees and 

Chordas.  We submitted our 5-year review and will be discussing that and the feedback 

we received from the Internal Review Committee in our spring meeting.  In addition, we 

will be assessing portfolios from Hum 499 (AY 2016-2017).  The BLA Program 

Assessment Plan needs to be updated to reflect changes to the degree requirements and to 

the rubric used for assessment. 

 

Program Assessment: 

 

I detailed our program assessments in my report for AY 2015-2016. 

 

Final Portfolio Review Summary Data: 

 

We will be assessing portfolios before the end of spring semester. 

 

Student Evaluation of BLA Program 

 

The student evaluation of the BLA Program happens in April in both sections of HUM 

499 so we do not have anything to report at this time.  

 

Recommendations: 

 

We will add to this list following our spring meeting, but, in general we can provide the 

following recommendations: 

 



 Continue our assessment of the Hum 200/210/499 classes, including a review of 

texts and assignments.  We will include the faculty narrative assessments of the 

Hum 499 portfolios in our evaluation.  It is likely that this assessment will lead to 

a curriculum proposal or proposals, perhaps in concert with the Interdisciplinary 

Studies BA degree. 

 Monitor enrollments in distance and face-to-face classes.  We may adjust the 6-

year course sequence in 2019-2020, particularly for distance classes. 

 Work with the recruitment team and creative manager to develop a marketing 

strategy.  We have been unable to do this during the academic year because one 

of the coordinators was appointed to the Provost's Committee on Assessment and 

had to curtail her BLA workload accordingly.   

 Review our rubric after our pilot assessment and make the appropriate changes to 

the Program Assessment Plan on the Provost's website. [We will do this after 

completing assessments for 2016-2017]. 

 Make curriculum proposals that will clarify degree requirements and reduce the 

disparities regarding transfer credits between the BLA and other degree programs. 

 reiterate the suggestion made in the 2011-2012 Annual Report: "Complete the 

process of building a cadre of core, tenure-track faculty dedicated to the BLA 

degree program."  Humanities lost two Juneau-based tenure-track Communication 

Faculty that were involved in the BLA, one in July 2013 and one in July 2014.  

We also recent lost a PhD faculty member in Alaska Native Languages and 

Studies that would have directly supported the B.L.A.  This has negatively 

affected the program by overburdening faculty members who are responsible to 

other degrees and programs, by reducing the pool of faculty available to serve as 

advisors for the program, teach the courses required for the degree and/or serve as 

B.L.A. Coordinators and, finally, by diminishing the curricular diversity of the 

B.L.A. committee.  


